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HEMDEAN HOUSE SCHOOL

DATA PROTECTION STATEMENT
All schools hold information on pupils and staff, in order to provide a safe and effective educational environment. In doing so, schools have to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998.
We hold information on pupils in order to support their teaching and learning, to monitor and report on their progress, to provide appropriate pastoral care and to assess overall how well the school is doing. This information includes contact details, National Curriculum, and other, assessment results, attendance information, characteristics such as ethnic group, where this has been given, any special educational needs or disabilities and any other relevant medical information. Sometimes this information has been received directly from parents or carers but at other times it is passed to us from other schools. We also pass necessary transfer information to other schools when pupils leave Hemdean House.
From time to time we are required to pass on this information to the Department for Children, Schools and Families, via the Local Authority, or the Independent Schools Inspectorate, or the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency.

Parents are sent letters informing them of these procedures. These authorities use information of assessment results to evaluate and develop the National Curriculum and education policy, while monitoring the performance of the education system as a whole. The statistics are used in such a way that individual pupils cannot be identified from them.
There may also be times when we will be required to disclose information by law for the purposes of preventing or detecting crime, dealing with non-attendance or safeguarding children.

Occasionally we may take photographs or videos of the children at our school. These are often for educational purposes or for displays within the school. The permission of parents or carers is always sought for such photos to be used in a prospectus, on our website or released to the media.

We allow parents of our pupils to photograph or video concerts and plays performed by our pupils, provided that copyright and licences are not breached by doing so.

Pupils and staff, as data subjects, have a general right of access to personal data held on them, with parents or carers exercising this right on behalf of the pupils if they are too young to do so themselves. Individuals are asked to contact the school if they wish to access their own or their child’s personal data.
